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(U) Dependence of small-scale fishermen on middlemen for the
marketing of their catches.
(e) Inadequacy and obsolete nature of fishing inputs such as
fishing gears and crafts.
Taking a look at the constraints listed above, a more effective
machinery should be established for financing fishermen cooperatives
in short term loans for production and marketing of their products.
This will result in the rise in the production levels of small-scale
fishermen; and improve the quality of life of the village fishermen
through fishermen cooperatives.
RECOMMSNDATI ONS
There is need to improve the marketing and distribution system
through fishermen cooperatives. The advantages of co-operative fish
marketing are many e.g. elimination of exploitation by middlemen,
increased earnings etc. This therefore calls for the promotion and
development of well organised and virile fishermen cooperatives
throughout the Federation.
The distribution of inputs by the Federal and State Governments should
be channelled to small-scale fishermen through fishermen cooperatives
all over the Federation. Viable fishermen cooperatives should be made
to receive these needed fishery inputs.
In order to improve fish production and ensure the welfare of the
Nigerian fiShermen, a programme for accelerated development of fishe-
ries and fishermen cooperatives at grass-roots and throughout the
Federation should be embarked upon by the Government
The types of societier should include:-
Fish production cooperatives;
Fish processing cooperative societies;
Fish marketing cooperative societies; and
Input Distributive cooperative societies for distribution of
inputs to viable fishermen cooperative societies.
The primary fishermen cooperative societies should be as multi-purpose
as possible; and be responsible for assisting the members in production
and even processing, storage and marketing. The processing of some of
the catch could also he done Specially by fish processing cooperative
societies. This will help in improving the marketability of processed
fish products both in quality and price.
The formation of fishermen marketing cooperatives is deemed very
important. This vill get rid of the exploiting middlemen who sometimes
act as the financiers of the fishermen and dictate the prices.
The fish marketing cooperatives should not be looked upon as middlemeu
since their membership consist mainly of the fishermen themsmves.
Some advaotages of cooperative fish marketing are:-
(i) Offers reasonable prices and earnings;
(1]) assist in improvement in quality of fish products;
(iii) ensures stability of prices for the benefits of fish
producerS as well and coosumers;
(1v) ensures promotion of socio-economic progress of the members, and
(y) assures availability of credit at reasonable interest rates.
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NATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE FISH MARKETING ORGANISATION
There is an urgent need for the formation of a national fishery
multi-purpose co-operative whose function should include the
following:-
Promotion and creation of new fishing communities
Guidance on production techniques and safe fishing operation
Education and training programmes for members
Supporting relevant research efforts on the development
of ffsheries
- Improvement of existing marketing structures.
- Undertaking processing and storage.
- Arranging and adequate provision of loans and credit
facilities for fisheries and fishermen co-operatives.
- Operating insurance scheme for risk bearing.
CONCLUS ION
For th,e successful implementation of fishery projects, there is need
for regular communication, cooperation and collaboration among
relevant agencies, e.g. Federal Department of Agricultural Co-operatives,
the Federal Department of Fisheries, Ministries responsible for
fisheries, fishery research institutes and other such institutions.
DISCUSSIONS
MA. Onabanjo: What does the Federal Department of Agricultural
Cooperatives do with Fishermen Cooperatives? Do some fishermen
cooperatives benefit from their operation? What is the input of
managerial and technical personnel?
E. Omatseyin: No concrete project is at present being executed.
The managerial aspect is to be handled by FDAC among FDAC projects
which is the establishment of the Managerial Training Centre. Thirty
eight centres with 2 in each State are for the direction and training
of farmers including fishermen.
EO.E. Odiong: Who directs the organisation and financing of
co-operatives? Who constitutes the co-operatives?
E. Omatseyin: Fishermen should constitute the membership of the
cooperatives The extension services should direct the cooperatives.
The FDAC has been making the call for the cooperatives and Agric.
Department tobe placed in the same Ministry.
